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Next Soyuz mission from CSG
to launch CSO-1 satellite

Tuesday 18 December, Soyuz will lift off for the 20" time from Europe’s spaceport at the Guiana
Space Centre (CSG), carrying the CSO-1 security and defence Earth-observation satellite for CNES
and the French defence procurement agency DGA. This will be Soyuz’s third launch from the CSG
in 2018 and the 11" and last satellite launch from the base this year.

With a launch mass of 3,565 kg, CSO-1 is the first military observation satellite of the CSO optical
space component, a constellation of three identical satellites in different-altitude polar orbits. It has
an expected lifetime of 10 years.

Airbus Defence & Space France is the satellite prime contractor and Thales Alenia Space France is
supplying the optical instrument. CNES has delegated oversight responsibility for the CSO space
component and the Mission Ground Segment. It is also system co-architect and in charge of satellite
positioning, in-orbit checkout and operations. DGA has oversight responsibility for construction and
sustainment of the User Ground Segment, which provides the interface between the space sensors
and users.

The Soyuz launch will be carried live on
https://cso.cnes.fr/en/live

Check out the photos of the VS20 flight campaign at the Guiana Space Centre at
https:/iwww.flickr.com/photos/cnes/albums/72157704555614144

CSO press resources
https://videotheqgue.cnes.fr/index.php?urlaction=commande&id panier=4378
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