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CNES and VEDECOM sign partnership agreement 

Space science serving autonomous vehicles and 
sustainable mobility solutions 

 
Monday 14 January at the agency’s Head Office in Paris, CNES President Jean-Yves Le Gall and 
VEDECOM President Rémi Bastien signed a partnership agreement aiming to foster synergies 
between the two organizations’ respective missions and areas of expertise. 
 
CNES and VEDECOM have thus put their desire to establish a long-term partnership in the domain 
of autonomous vehicles on a formal footing, the aim being to help develop, test and validate space 
techniques, technologies and solutions for vehicle mobility, and to encourage their deployment and 
use. This unique cooperation will enable the two partners to work together on new areas of shared 
interest in the future. 
 
VEDECOM is an institute for energy transition (ITE) dedicated to mobility, established in 2014 under 
the French government's PIA future investment plan. Its members include French and European car 
and automotive equipment manufacturers. VEDECOM is particularly active in the field of 
autonomous vehicles, a highly competitive global market in which French players are strongly 
placed. 
 
CNES, through its Directorate of Innovation, Applications and Science (DIA), is pursuing an 
ambitious partnership strategy and promoting the use of space technologies to meet society’s needs 
in areas like mobility, and especially for autonomous and connected vehicles that rely on geolocation 
and precise mapping. The agency is working to develop a generic technology platform aimed at 
providing support and expertise to industry for critical positioning technologies using the Galileo 
satellite navigation system for autonomous vehicles. 
 
After today’s signature, Jean-Yves Le Gall commented: “Autonomous vehicles are undoubtedly one 
of the main challenges facing us in the years ahead, and in this context CNES is proud to have 
signed this partnership agreement with VEDECOM. Our agency is thus pursuing its strategy of 
forging alliances with key stakeholders to foster uptake of space solutions in response to society’s 
needs, driven by the overarching objective of boosting the nation’s economy.” 
 
Rémi Bastien added: “The VEDECOM institute is pioneering safe, sustainable and efficient mobility 
solutions through close cooperation with academia and industry. As CNES is contributing its great 
expertise in space, so the challenges our research scientists are taking up in the domain of mobility 
can benefit the space sector and all of French industry. We are very excited about working with a 
flagship agency like CNES.” 
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About CNES 
CNES (Centre National d’Etudes Spatiales) is the government agency responsible for shaping 
France’s space policy and implementing it in Europe. Its task is to conceive and orbit satellites, invent 
the space systems of the future and nurture new services to aid us in our daily lives. Founded in 
1961, it is the initiator of major space projects, launch vehicles and satellites, and the partner of 
choice for industry fuelling innovation. CNES comprises some 2,500 men and women with a passion 
for space working to open up new and infinite fields of applications in five core areas of focus: Ariane, 
science, Earth observation, telecommunications and defence. It is a key player driving technology 
innovation, economic development and industrial policy for the nation. It also fosters scientific 
collaborations and has forged numerous international partnerships. France, represented by CNES, 
is the leading contributor to the European Space Agency (ESA). 
 
About VEDECOM 
VEDECOM is an institute for energy transition (ITE) founded on unique cooperation between firms 
in the automotive and aviation sectors, mobility ecosystem infrastructure and service operators, 
academic research bodies and Ile-de-France local authorities. The role of VEDECOM is to forge 
closer ties between academia and industry. The institute helps them to achieve a high standard of 
innovation in the area of mobility and, in particular, in electric vehicles, autonomous and connected 
vehicles and shared energy and mobility infrastructure and services. As part of the French 
government's PIA future investment plan, VEDECOM receives €54 million in funding. Its founding 
members are Cetim, ESIGELEC, ESTACA, IFPEN, IFSTTAR, PSA Group, Renault Group, Safran, 
UVSQ and Valeo. End of 2017 key figures: 50 members and partners, three research fields and one 
training programme, 15 R&D projects, 12 European projects, more than 250 publications, 35 patents, 
23 proprietary software programs, 70 theses, 200 employees and a commercial innovation 
subsidiary, VEDECOM Tech, founded in February 2017. 
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