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Space for Climate Observatory marks third anniversary 

with 29 signatories of founding charter 
 

Monday 27 June at the Cité de l’Espace space theme park in Toulouse and remotely, the members of the 
Space for Climate Observatory (SCO) came together to celebrate the initiative’s third anniversary and to 
announce the first 29 signatories of the founding Charter that will come into effect on 1 September, opening 
up a new chapter for SCO. 

While the SCO grew out of the One Planet Summit in 2017, it was not officially launched until June 2019 at 
the Paris Air Show as an international alliance of space agencies and organizations working together to 
foster uptake of satellite and socio-economic data to monitor, mitigate and adapt to climate change, using 
operational tools designed to inform policymakers. The network has been very active for its first three years, 
with new space agencies joining the SCO, many events and partnerships during major international climate 
events, as well as around 60 new projects tackling a wide array of climate issues such as extreme hydro-
meteorological events, urban heat islands and tropical deforestation all over the globe. 

These three years have also given SCO members the opportunity to work more closely on the functioning 
of the initiative, which has remained relatively informal since its launch. Under the coordination of the United 
Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA), the Space for Climate Observatory Charter has now 
been drafted to clarify its scope of action, clearly define what it does and shape its governance. This charter, 
which will enter into effect on 1 September 2022, will replace all previous documents and therefore require 
members to sign it again to signal their continued commitment to the non-binding, best-effort-based initiative. 

During this anniversary event, David Sadoulet, Secretary General of the One Planet Summit, took stock of 
SCO’s history and context, followed by a round table on its actions in the international space and climate 
science arena with a panel composed of Maurice Borgeaud, Head of Science, Applications, and Climate 
Activities at the European Space Agency (ESA), Niklas Hedman, Acting Director of UNOOSA, and Shereen 
Zorba, Head of Secretariat of the UN Science-Policy-Business Forum on the Environment. The TropiSCO 
online platform for near-real-time monitoring of tropical deforestation was then unveiled and is now open to 
everyone. 

The event concluded with the announcement of the first 29 SCO Charter signatories, mainly represented 
online by their heads of agencies and SCO points of contact. Maurice Borgeaud from ESA and Niklas 
Hedman from UNOOSA were invited to sign the Charter in person, together with five French agencies from 
SCO France (AFD, CEREMA, CNRS, INRAE and ONF). Many additional signings are expected before the 
Charter comes into effect on 1 September, the SCO now being open to all public or private entities working 
in the Earth-observation sector, provided they are willing to engage in climate actions and get involved in 
SCO projects or working groups soon to be formed on topics such as data sharing, interoperability of 
applications and seeking international funding for solutions. 

“In signing the SCO Charter, I hope that current and new members, be they space agencies, regional 
organizations or private entities, will find fruitful opportunities to cooperate and foster uptake of Earth-
observation data for climate actions”, said Lionel Suchet, CNES’s Chief Operating Officer. “These first three 
years were just the beginning of the journey for the SCO.” 



 
 

The SCO Charter’s 29 signatories are: 

- Space agencies 
o Azercosmos (Azerbaijan) 
o Belgian Science Policy Office (BELSPO) 
o European Space Agency (ESA) 
o Space Science and Geospatial Institute (SSGI, Ethiopia)  
o Centre National d’Études Spatiales (CNES, France) 
o Agence Gabonaise d’Études et d’Observations Spatiales (AGEOS, Gabon) 
o Indian Space Research Organisation (ISRO, India) 
o Agenzia Spaziale Italiana (ASI, Italy) 
o Malta Council for Science and Technology (MCST) 
o Agencia Espacial Mexicana (AEM, Mexico) 
o Agência Espacial Portuguesa (PT Space, Portugal) 
o Office for Space Technology and Industry (OSTIn, Singapore) 
o Slovak Space Office - Industry Branch (SARIO) 
o Swedish National Space Agency (SNSA) 
o Geo-Informatics and Space Technology Development Agency (GISTDA, Thailand) 
o Mohamed Bin Rashid Space Centre (MBRSC, United Arab Emirates) 
o United Kingdom Space Agency (UKSA) 
o National Oceanic and Atmospheric Administration (NOAA, United States of America) 

- International organizations 
o International Society for Photogrammetry and Remote Sensing (ISPRS) 
o United Nations Office for Outer Space Affairs (UNOOSA) 

- French agencies 
o AFD, the French development agency 
o CEREMA, the hazards, environment, mobility and land planning research centre 
o CNRS, the national scientific research centre 
o IGN, the national mapping, survey and forestry agency 
o INRAE, the national research institute for agriculture, food and the environment 
o IRD sustainable development research institute 
o OFB, the French biodiversity office 
o ONF, the French forestry commission 
o SHOM, the French naval hydrographic and oceanographic office 
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