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CNES hosts meeting of international experts on  
Emergency Locator Transmitter security  

 
Around 40 international experts in the field of Emergency Locator Transmitters (ELTs)—
the distress beacons installed on aircraft—will meet at the Toulouse Space Centre 
between 3 and 5 September, as part of a RTCA* and EUROCAE** working group. At the 
heart of their discussions will be the in-flight triggering of ELTs, in the wake of recent 
events. CNES will be providing its technical expertise, in order to open up the possibility 
of finding new applications for existing tools.  
 
Since 2008, the International Civil Aviation Organization (ICAO) has recommended that all aircraft carry 
an onboard radio distress beacon operating on frequency 406 MHz, in order to ensure compatibility with 
the Cospas-Sarsat international search and rescue system.  
 
The use of certain radio beacons triggered either manually or automatically in the event of an aviation 
accident or maritime disaster, improves warning times for the authorities responsible and facilitates the 
final stage of localisation by rescue teams. ELTs are fitted at the base of the aircraft tail, in order to 
optimise transmissions to satellites and avoid the risk of being deliberately disconnected.  
 
The experts, who will be meeting in Europe and the US alternately, aim to study potential improvements 
to the triggering of Cospas-Sarsat beacons according to changes in flight parameters. They will also be 
exploring the new opportunities presented by the Galileo constellation, whose satellites carry embedded 
search and rescue instruments. Apart from ensuring better visibility, rapidity and precision, these new-
generation instruments will boast an additional feedback function, allowing anyone in distress to be 
informed that their alert has been registered.  
 
Since its creation, the Cospas-Sarsat system has helped save more than 37,000 people, or five people 
for every day of the last few years (65% at sea, 23% in the air, and 12% on land). Among the system’s 
four founding countries is France, whose Ministry of Foreign Affairs has delegated CNES as France’s 
representative within the Cospas-Sarsat international organisation.  
 
 
*RTCA Special Committee, SC-229 (Contact: Sophie Bousquet; sbousquet@rtca.org)  
**European Organization for Civil Aviation Equipment Working Group, WG-98 (Contact: Anna von Groote; 
anna.vongroote@eurocae.net) 
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